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NOTES ON SOME OF THE BIRDS OF BRITISH 
COLUMBIA. 

BY ALLAN BROOKS. 

1. Stercorarius longicaudus. Long-tailed Jaeger. — A rare though 
regular fall migrant to the lower Fraser Valley. I have only observed it 
during the month of October. One white-breasted adult taken at Sttmas 
Lake. 

2. Gavia alba. Ivory Gull. — A fine adult was taken at Penticton on 
the southern extremity of Okanagan Lake during the month of October, 
1897, bv Mr. J. T. Stud ley. No cold or stormy weather had occurred to 
account for the occurrence of this Arctic Gull so far from its habitat. 

3. Xema sabinii. Sabine’s Gull. — I shot a young specimen on the 
north end of Okanagan Lake Sept. 9, 1S97. I had noticed it for two days, 
hawking for insects close to the surface of the water in company with 
large numbers of Night Hawks. 

4. Sterna paradissea. Arctic Tern. 

5. Hydrochelidon nigra surinamensis. Black Tern. — These are the 
only species of Tern I have taken in this Province, the former only on 
Okanagan Lake in October, the latter at several points on both sides of 
the Cascade Mountains. It breeds in Chilcotin. 

6 . Anas discors. Blue-winged Teal. 

7. Anas cyanoptera. Cinnamon Teal. — Both of these used to breed 
in numbers in the vicinity of Chilliwack and Snmas,on the lower Fraser, 
but they are now scarce, owing to the prevalent floods in June which flood 
out their nests. 

S. Glaucionetta islandica. Barrows’s Golden-eye. — An abundant 
summer resident in the interior of British Columbia. 

9. Micropalama himantopus. Stilt Sandpiper. —I shot two Sept. 19 
at Sumas Lake, the only ones I have ever seen. They were in the first 
plumage. 

10. Tringa bairdii. Baird’s Sandpiper. — Except T. minutilla , the 
most abundant Tringa in British Columbia. 

11. Ereunetes pusillus. Semipalmated Sandpiper. — Very abun¬ 
dant east of the Cascades and a regular migrant down the lower Fraser 
and the coast, arriving as a rule about two weeks ahead of E. occidentahs 
in the fall migration. 

12. Accipiter atricapillus. American Goshawk. 

13. Accipiter a. striatulus. Western Goshawk. — I have taken both 
forms both east and west of the Cascades. The latter seems to be the 
only form that breeds in southern British Columbia where I have noticed 
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it in summer as far east as Arrow Lake. The two subspecies intergrade 
perfectly. 

14. Buteo lineatus elegans. Red-bellied Buzzard. — Only noticed 
west of Cascades. Rare. 

15. Buteo swainsoni. Swaixson’s Buzzard. — The darkest form of 
this Buzzard is a common breeder on all the mountains at high elevations, 
being only found in open or park like country. The only pair of white¬ 
breasted birds I ever saw in the Province was breeding on a low mountain 
near Vernon. 

16. Falco rusticolus. Gyrfalcon. — A regular winter visitant west 
of the Cascades. Young birds are sometimes almost dark enough for 
obscurus , and adults light enough for the Iceland form. The flight of 
this Falcon is as a rule rather slow compared with that of other large 
Falcons, but when in full pursuit of a Duck it gets up a tremendous veloc¬ 
ity and can turn and twist almost as quickly as a Goshawk. In ordinary 
flight the wing stroke is much shorter than a Peregrine's, and the bird 
when going straight away appears to be hovering like a Kestrel. 

17. Falco mexicanus. Prairie Falcon. — This species used to be a 
regular migrant to lower Fraser Valley, but I have not seen or taken one 
for three years, nor have I ever seen one east of the Cascades. 

iS. Falco peregrinus anatum. Peregrine Falcon. — This is the only 
form I have taken, though pealei undoubtedly occurs on the coast. The 
form breeding on lakes in the interior seems to approach closely the 
small form that breeds on the Mediterranean (brookei Sharp). 

19. Falco columbarius. Pigeon Hawk. 

20. Falco c. suckleyi. Black Merlin. — Both of these forms of Mer¬ 
lin occur both east and west of Cascades, but I have never seen a speci¬ 
men that could not be referred without hesitation to one form or the 
other. 

21. Falco richardsonii. Richardson’s Merlin. —Occurs in migra¬ 
tions only, both east and west of the Cascades. 

22. Falco sparverius. American Sparrow Hawk. —Mr. Brewster 
identifies specimens from this Province with the form deserticola 
(Mearns). It is a permanent resident throughout the southern portion 
of the Province. 

23. Syrnium occidentale. Western Barred Owl. — Apparently con¬ 
fined to the lower Fraser Valiev, where it is a rare and local resident. 

24. Nyctala richardsoni. Richardson’s Owl.— A considerable 
irruption of this Owl occurred throughout the southern interior during 
the winter of 189S-99. 

25. Bubo virginianus. Great Horned Owl. — The typical form 
occurs, as well as every possible intergrade between the darkest satu- 
raius and subarcticus , almost light enough for arcticus. 

26. Speotyto cunicularia hypogaea. Burrowing Owl. — I have three 
records west of the Cascades. East of them it is a tolerably common 
breeder in the semi-arid interior. 


io6 


Brooks, Some British Columbia Birds. 


r Auk 
L April 


27. Glaucidium gnoma californicum. California Pygmy Owl. — Mr. 
Brewster informs me that all the British Columbian specimens which I 
have sent him are referable to this subspecies. 

28. Coccyzus americanus occidentalis. California Cuckoo.— 
Becoming more abundant in the coast region every year, probably on 
account of the invasions of the forest tent caterpillar. 

29. Dryobates villosus leucomelas. Northern Hairy Wood¬ 
pecker.— I have taken the northern form of the Hairy Woodpecker 
several times in the lower Fraser Valley west of the Cascades. 

30. Picoides americanus alascensis. Alaskan Three-toed Wood¬ 
pecker. — Resident on the Cascades as far south as Mt. Baker. 

31. Picoides arcticus. Black-backed Three toed Woodpecker.— 
The only form of Three-toed Woodpecker I have observed east of the 
Cascades. 

32. Chordeiles virginianus. Nigiithawk. — Mr. Ridgway identified 
specimens I sent him from west of the Cascades as the typical form. I 
doubt whether hettryi occurs in British Columbia. 

33. Phalaenoptilus nuttalli. Poor-will. — A tolerably common sum¬ 
mer resident throughout the southern portions of the semi-arid interior. 

34. Cypseloides niger. Black Swift. — Very abundant; breeds at 
high altitudes. 

35. Otocoris leucolaema. Pallid Horned Lark. — A common 
migrant at Chilliwack (west of Cascades) where I have also taken both the 
other Horned Larks found in the Province — merrilli and strigata. 

36. Cyanocitta stelleri annectens. Black-headed Jay\ — I have a 
typical example of this form taken within 40 miles of the coast. 

37. Dolichonyx oryzivora albinucha. Western Bobolink. — Occa¬ 
sional both east and west of the Cascades and many breed, 

38. Molothrus ater. Cowbird. —Tolerably common east of and a 
straggler west of the Cascade Mountains. 

39. Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. Yellow-headed Blackbird. 
— I have two records of this species for Chilliwack. 

40. Agelaius phceniceus. Redwing. — Redwings from southern 
British Columbia are characterized bv very long slender bills, and a very 
rufous coloration in the female: Mr. Brewster informs me they come 
closest to sonoriensis . 

41. Icterus bullocki. Bullock’s Oriole. — Abundant east of the 
Cascades, and a few pairs breed west of them at Chilliwack. 

42. Loxia leucoptera. White-winged Crossbill. — Chilliwack — 3. 
specimens. 

43. Leucosticte tephrocotis. Gray-crowned Leucosticte. — I have 
taken the typical species as far west as Chilliwack. 

44. Leucosticte tephrocotis littoralis. Hepburn’s Leucosticte. — 
Breeds above timber line in the Cascades. 

45. Spinus tristis salicamans. Western Goldfinch. — Of irregular 
occurrence during early winter at Okanagan. 
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46. Rhynchophanes mccowni. McCoavn’s Longspur. — I shot an 
adult male at Chilliwack on June 1, 1SS7, and two years later took two 
females on the same spot. 

47. Ammodramus savannarum perpallidus. Western Grasshopper 
Sparrow. — A summer resident near Vernon. 

48. Chondestes grammacus strigatus. Western Lark Sparrow. — 
A very scarce summer visitant, both east and west of the Cascades. 

49. Zonotrichia querula. Harris’s Sparrow. — T took two at Sumas 
(Lower Fraser) 10th January, 1S95. 

50. Junco hyemalis. Slate-colored Junco. — I ha\^ twice observed 
and once taken the Eastern Junco at Chilliwack, B. C. 

51. Lanius ludovicianus gambeli. California Shrike. —My father 
took one at Chilliwack, April, 1SS8. 

52. Vireo olivaceus. Red-eyed Vireo. — The most abundant Yireo 
both east and west of the Cascades in southern British Columbia. 

53. Helminthophila rubricapilla gutturalis. Calaveras Warbler. — 
Common in the Okanagan district. 

54. Icteria virens longicauda. Long-tailed Chat. — Sumas, 26th 
May, 1897. 

55. Setophaga ruticilla. American Redstart. — Regularly east of, 
and accidentally west of Cascades. 

56. • Salpinctes obsoletus. Rock Wren. —I have taken only one west 
of the Cascades (Chilliwack, Nov., 1SS9). Common in suitable locali¬ 
ties in southern interior. 

57. Sitta aculeata. Slender-billed Nuthatch. 

5S. Sitta pygmaea. Pygmy Nuthatch. — Confined to the region of 
Pinus ponderosa. 

59. Parus hudsonicus columbianus. Columbian Chickadee. — Com¬ 
mon at high elevations in the interior. I have taken it as far west as 
Nicola. In the mountains west of Arrow Lake I observed all four species 
of Chickadees associated together — columbianus , rnfescens. gambeli, and 
scp tentr ion a lis. 

60. Psaltriparus minimus. Least Titmouse. — I shot two specimens 
out of a considerable number on 25th Nov., 1899, but could not find any 
the next day at same place, nor have I ever seen them before, though I 
always have looked out for them. 

61. Merula migratoria. Robin. — I have taken the typical form as far 
west as Chilliwack, although propinqua is the resident race. 


